Date sent : 
From: 
Subject : 
To: 



Wed, 12 Jan 2000 10:24:07 -0500 
Michael Kurtz <mkur tz@selu , edu> 

Re: Wrone request . . . 

Mike Briggs <mbriggs@newpress * upress. ukans , edu> 



Mike : 

Here are a few of the errors in WHITEWASH, taken from a very cursory 
scan of the book. All references are to the Dell Paperback edition: p. 
46 - « Abraham Zap ruder. * .got $25,000 for his film and gave it all to 
the Tippits," As Wrone himself points out, Zapruder received much more 
than that and did not give it to the Tippits. 

P, 86 - "During this time [one minute, fourteen seconds] Oswald had to 
clean and hide the rifle .... "Oswald did not have to clean the rifle - 
its surface was not cleaned, and it had smudged prints on it. 

P* 104 - "But the startling meaning of Zapruder 1 s testimony is this: 

He saw the first shot hit the President. He described the President's 
reaction to it." In fact, Zapruder never testified that he saw the 
first shot hit the president. As Weisberg himself admits on p. 103, 
Zapruder said "I heard the first shot and I saw the President lean 
over and grab himself . . . " Zapruder is describing JFK's reaction to the 
shot. By the time Zapruder heard the sound of the shot, it had already 
been fired, since bullets travel faster than sound. The first Zapruder 
film frame when JFK r s reaction to the shot is apparent is frame 225, 
when the limo emerges from behind the street sign. That reaction 
continues for many frames afterward. From Zapruder 1 s testimony, it is 
simply not clear as to which frame he saw the president react. 

P. 107 - "The Altgens picture shows that at frame 255 of the Zapruder 
film the front end of the Presidential car had barely reached the 
beginning of the fourth road stripe in Elm Street, coming from 
Houston. "It was the fifth road stripe. 

P. 118 - "How long did it [the reconstruction of Oswald's walk from his 
roominghouse to the scene of the Tippit killing] take? Seventeen 
minutes aftd forty-five seconds I Tippit was killed five minutes before 
Oswald could have gotten to the scene of his murder!" This is 
Weisberg 's interpretation of Warren Commission Junior Counsel David 
Balin' s "reconstruction" of Oswald's walk. However, Oswald could have 
gotten a ride, or he could have run. A 23 year- old man in good health 
could easily have traveled .85 mile on foot in nine or ten minutes. 

Mike, I just don't have the time to elaborate any further right now. I 

believe that the above should suffice for your purposes, 

>From: Mike Briggs <mbriggs@newpress .upress , ukans . edu> >To: Michael 
Kurtz cmkurt z@selu.edu> ^Subject: Re: Wrone request . . . >Date: Wed, 

Jan 12 , 2000, 3:48 AM > 



> Thanks for the prompt response. Is there any way you could just get 



> Mike: 



> 



Mike Briggs 



1 



Wed, 12 Jan 2000 10:33:08 
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